Program
Prelude
Gesu Gospel Choir, directed by H.L. Ratliff
Welcome
Quadir, Grade 8
Opening Remarks
Bryan Carter, President and CEO, Gesu School
Keynote Address

Christopher Emdin, Ph.D.

Panel Discussion and Audience Q & A
Pamela Barnett, Ph.D.
Tamika Michelle Evans
David P. Hardy
Steven S. Piltch, Ed.D. – Moderator

Share a comment on Twitter @TheGesuSchool using
#GesuSymposium.

Closing Remarks

Bryan Carter, President and CEO, Gesu School

Networking Reception
Thank you!
We thank our keynote speaker, panelists, moderator, board of directors,
volunteers, faculty, and staff, who have made today’s event possible. We
thank you for joining us in our efforts to transform inner-city education.
For information on past symposia, including videos and summaries, visit
www.gesuschool.org/symposium.

Note from the President
Welcome to our 19th Annual Symposium on Transforming Inner-City
Education. As a pioneer in urban education, Gesu School is constantly focused
on identifying new ways to better serve our children, while also being
committed to sharing the key learnings with others. Our symposium has
become a time-honored tradition for that purpose.
We hope that you find today’s discussion impactful and that our work here
generates new ideas to benefit school-aged children across the nation.
Peace and blessings,

Bryan Carter
President and CEO, Gesu School
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in the Urban
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Keynote Address by

Christopher Emdin, Ph.D.
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Pamela Barnett, Ph.D.
Tamika Michelle Evans
David P. Hardy
Moderator

Steven S. Piltch, Ed.D.

Networking reception to follow

Welcome to Gesu School!
Gesu School, Philadelphia’s first independent Catholic elementary
school, is recognized as a national model for inner-city education.
Codirected by the Jesuits and the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary (IHM), Gesu serves 450 mostly non-Catholic children in
grades Pre-K through 8. Without selective admissions, the school
strives to provide a quality, innovative education for its neighbor
children to empower them to break the cycle of poverty and violence.
Gesu School embraces the Jesuit ideal of cura personalis—care of
the whole person—and the IHM belief that every child can learn,
providing resources to build a variety of academic and personal
skills across a range of ability levels.
In a city where approximately 65 percent of public high school
students graduate from high school in four years, 90 percent of Gesu
alumni graduate high school on time, and of those graduates, 86
percent go on to college or post-secondary education. Many of our
graduates attend top college preparatory, independent, Catholic,
charter, and magnet high schools.
Gesu School’s primary service area includes the three poorest zip
codes in the City of Philadelphia. Critical financial support from
outside donors provides our students with a top-notch education
and the support they need to succeed. To learn how you can make
an impact on Gesu School students or support events such as the
symposium, contact the Development Office at 215-763-9077 or
development@gesuschool.org.

Christopher Emdin, Ph.D.
Keynote Speaker

Christopher Emdin is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Mathematics, Science and Technology at
Teachers College, Columbia University. He was recently
honored as a STEM Access Champion of Change by the
White House and currently serves as a Minorities in
Energy Ambassador for the US Department of Energy.
He is the creator of the #HipHopEd social media movement, Science Genius
B.A.T.T.L.E.S., the Christopher Emdin YouTube Channel, and author of the
award-winning book Urban Science Education for the Hip-Hop Generation and
For White Folks Who Teach in the Hood and the Rest of Ya’ll Too, which is
currently on the New York Times Best Sellers List. Emdin has written on issues
of race, culture, inequity, and education for the New York Times, Wall Street
Journal, and the Washington Post among others.

Cultural Responsiveness in the Urban Classroom
The 2016 Symposium will examine how the teacher-student relationship should be framed in cultural awareness. At a time when many urban educators
are teaching students with cultural backgrounds and experiences that vary from their own, dialogue on educating to the student’s life narrative is key. This
symposium will discuss ways to challenge the current pedagogy of engaging students in an urban area, redefining what an urban education can look like.
Keynote speaker, Christopher Emdin, Ph.D., whose work has been featured on ABC, CNN, and PBS, is rocking the pedagogical rhetoric around this topic.
Our vibrant, diverse panel will complement and challenge these emerging, controversial ideas of how to culturally engage students in the classroom.

Pamela Barnett, Ph.D.
Pamela Barnett is Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences and
Distinguished Professor of English at Trinity Washington
University, a liberal arts women’s college in Washington, D.C.
At Trinity, she has led changes that have resulted in
significant improvements in learning and college retention
rates. Barnett began her career at the University of South
Carolina where she was tenured as an Associate Professor of
English & African American Studies. As a professor, she
published on issues of race and gender in 20th century
American literature, including a book which examines literature written in response
to the liberation movements of the 1960’s. In 2004, Barnett transitioned to an
administrative role at Princeton University, serving as Associate Director of the
McGraw Center for Teaching & Learning where she was responsible for
undergraduate academic support services and faculty development initiatives. From
2007-2014, Barnett served as Associate Vice Provost and Director of the Teaching &
Learning Center at Temple University. Barnett now publishes in the field of
teaching and learning, most recently on issues of diversity and inclusive pedagogy,
educational technology, faculty development, and organizational change. She is on
the editorial board for the international journal Teaching in Higher Education as
well as Transformations: The Journal of Inclusive Scholarship and Pedagogy. Barnett
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in English from Barnard College and earned her
Ph.D. in English from Emory University.

Tamika Michelle Evans
Tamika Michelle Evans is a proud product of North
Philadelphia. She was educated in the Philadelphia public
and parochial school systems, is a proud alumna of Gesu
School, attained her undergraduate degree from Temple
University, and her Master’s Degree in Educational
Administration and Principal Certification from Gwynedd
Mercy University. Raised in a family of educators, she knew
from a young age that she was destined to become a teacher.
Her goal was to educate young people and, ultimately, to find
a way to impact North Philadelphia. Over the last 15 years, she has served as a
Teacher, School-Based Teacher Leader, Small Learning Community Coordinator,
Title I Liaison, and Principal. Currently, she serves as the CEO/Principal of Global
Leadership Academy Southwest. Tamika’s dedication to GLA has not come without
sacrifice, and she often says, “If you do what you love, you’ll never work a day in
your life.” GLA is not work to Tamika Evans; it is her passion and her calling.
Tamika is a proud member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated, a mentor
and role model for many, and has a passion for the homeless population of this city.
As proud as she is at all that she has accomplished, she is most proud of being the
wife of Alphonso Evans, Sr. and the mother of Alphonso, Jr. and Jordyn. She
recognizes that her greatest joys are her supportive family. Her goal of educating
children and impacting North Philadelphia has now expanded to impacting the
lives of children throughout Philadelphia.

David P. Hardy
David P. Hardy is the Co-Founder and CEO of Boys’ Latin of
Philadelphia. He was born and raised in North Philadelphia and
is a product of the School District of Philadelphia. In 1974, after
earning his B.A. at Yankton College, Hardy worked in
Minneapolis as a marketing representative in IBM’s Data
Processing Division. In 1981, Hardy returned to Philadelphia in
marketing management. In 1986, Hardy began what he thought
was a short stint as a substitute science teacher at a school for
at-risk teens in North Philadelphia. He has been an urban
educator ever since. Hardy spent 19 years as Teacher, Vice Principal, Director of
Development, and Executive Director at Community High school. In 1997, Hardy was
instrumental in its conversion into the first charter school in Philadelphia, building a
state-of-the art facility and an accelerated program for overaged, under-credentialed
students. In 2007, Hardy opened the highly respected Boys’ Latin of Philadelphia, a
college preparatory high school. Since its first graduating class, Boys’ Latin sends more
African-American males to college than any high school in Pennsylvania—public,
charter, private, or parochial. Hardy was a founding board member of the Philadelphia
School Partnership. He served on the boards of the Haverford School, the Timothy
School, the Philadelphia Black Alliance for Educational Options (BAEO), and the
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools. He is currently on the boards of the Center
for Educational Reform, The North Carolina Outward Bound School, and Ad Prima
charter school. Hardy has been married to Zina Oliver-Hardy for 30 years. They have
two adult sons.

Steven S. Piltch, Ed.D.
Moderator

Steve has spent his entire career as a teacher, coach, counselor,
and educational administrator. One of nine children, he
attended the Cambridge and Brookline, Massachusetts public
schools. For him, school was a great experience, in which he
says he was challenged as well as supported, held accountable,
and appreciated for who he was. “I always loved school. It was
fun, and it made me feel good,” he says. Steve holds a
Bachelor's degree from Williams College, two Masters degrees
in education, and a Doctorate in education from Harvard University. He has taught
in public and independent schools and is currently an instructor at the University of
Pennsylvania. He has coached a number of sports including soccer, basketball,
baseball, and squash. Along the way, he had the privilege to coach the women's and
men's squash teams at Harvard, which combined to win six national championships
under his direction. Steve has been Head of School of The Shipley School since 1992.
He has served on a number of boards, including The Gladwyne Montessori School,
The Wyndcroft School, Girard College, ADVIS, and PAIS. Currently, among others, he
is on the boards of The Center for the Study of Boys' and Girls' Lives (CSBGL),
SpeakUp!, Gesu School, and Chester Charter School for the Arts. Steve is an avid
sportsman and enjoys his time with his wife, Sunny, who teaches English at Shipley,
and their three children, Matt, Ali, and Jamie, all of whom graduated from Shipley.

