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Introduction: 
 

Gesu School’s administration is committed to welcoming all students back to the building for full-time, in-
person instruction. We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic is not close to being over and the new Delta 

variant presents further challenges in combating the virus. Additionally, we recognize that a large percentage 

of our student population is not currently eligible to be vaccinated. For these reasons, we will continue to 
implement strict safety protocols as we begin the new school year.  The health and safety of Gesu’s students, 

faculty, staff, and families will be the first consideration in all decisions.   
 

This document establishes the health and safety protocols that will be in place as Gesu commences the 2021-
2022 school year. The plan is fluid, and the protocols will be reevaluated/modified on a routine basis taking 

into consideration the ever-changing and unpredictable nature of the pandemic. Gesu School will continue to 

comply with the directives, and follow the guidance, of the CDC, PA Department of Health, Philadelphia 
Department of Health and its COVID Planning Committee. All students, faculty members and staff, must 

comply with all the protocols. 

 
 

Instruction Model: 
 

Gesu plans to begin the 2021-2022 school year with full, in-person instruction. We will not offer an option 

for virtual instruction. The only instance in which we will provide virtual instruction is if an entire class 
needs to quarantine due to an exposure to COVID-19. If a single student, or small group of students, needs 

to quarantine, we will provide accommodations (i.e. asynchronous learning) to ensure learning continues 
from home. 

 

Vaccinations: 
 

The COVID-19 vaccination is the best defense against this deadly virus. Gesu School has mandated that all 
faculty and staff be fully vaccinated by October 4, 2021. 

 

Gesu School strongly encourages all eligible children to get the COVID-19 vaccine, approved and 
recommended by the U.S. government.  We will continue to provide resources to help families 
find local vaccination clinics. 
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Plans and Protocols for a Healthy Learning Environment 

Introduction: 

Gesu School strongly believes that the only way to successfully bring all students back for in- 

person instruction is to continue strict and mandatory protocols to keep safe the children and 

adults at Gesu. Key to maintaining a safe environment against COVID-19 will be adherence to 

Center for Disease Control (CDC) and American Association of Pediatrics (AAP) 

recommendations for daily health screenings, social distancing, the use of masks and other 

personal protective equipment (PPE). 

 
Daily Health Screening: 

A key premise to maintaining a safe and healthy environment inside the school is keeping the 

virus out of the building. 
 

Students –The following mandatory precautions will take place before and during entry 

into the building: 

• Parents/Guardians will be asked to conduct a health assessment of their child(ren) before 

sending them to school each day. Gesu School will provide a checklist of COVID-19 

symptoms for parents/guardians to reference each morning. Any child with symptoms, 

including a fever of 100.4°F, will not be permitted to enter the school. For the safety of 

all students and employees, we ask families for their partnership, cooperation, and 

diligence in assessing the health of their child(ren). NOTE: we will not use the RUVNA 

COVID-19 screening/tracking software this year. Instead, it will be the responsibility of 

parents/guardians to assess the health of their child(ren) each morning before school. 

• Use of hand sanitizer by each child as he/she enters the building. 

• Maintain social distance (3 feet apart) in the building; to be enforced by members of  

Gesu’s staff stationed at the school entrance and monitored throughout the building. 

• All students are mandated to wear a face mask upon approaching the building, while 

waiting in line to enter the building, and always while in the building 

• Teachers will conduct visual health assessments of each child throughout the day as a 

means of detecting signs of illness including, shortness of breath, coughing, and other 

signs of distress. 

 

Hand Hygiene: 

Proper hand hygiene is critical to the prevention of the spread of COVID-19. The use of hand 

sanitizer will be required by anyone entering the building. Gesu will place hand sanitizing 

stations throughout the hallways and have bottles of hand sanitizer in each classroom. Students 

will be mandated to wash their hands for 20-seconds after using the bathroom. Hand sanitizer 

will be used upon entering the classroom and after eating. Gesu will post signage throughout the 

building encouraging proper hand sanitization. 
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Masks: 

Other than the COVID-19 vaccine, the proper use of masks is perhaps the single best way to 

prevent the transmission of COVID-19, according to the CDC. Since most of Gesu’s student 

body is not yet eligible to take the COVID-19 vaccine, we believe it is necessary to continue to 

mandate the use of masks for all students, faculty, and staff members while inside the building. 

Gesu will take a strict approach to the use of PPE while also understanding that it is both 

difficult and distracting for children to wear it all day. 

Students - All students will be mandated to wear school-appropriate masks (as 

determined by the Gesu School administration) throughout the entirety of the school day. 

Masks with breathing vents or valves AND neck gaiters are prohibited. Masks may 

only be removed when students are eating breakfast, lunch, or snacks or while outside 

during recess or gym. Cloth face masks should be washed/sanitized each night. Masks 

can be easily hand-cleaned with water and detergent. 

 

Faculty/staff – Faculty and staff must wear a face mask all day both in shared spaces 

AND in the classroom. Masks with breathing vents or valves AND neck gaiters are 

prohibited. Staff members with shared offices must keep their face covering on while 

their co-worker is present. Staff members with their own office can take off their face 

covering when alone in the office; but must put it on when another person enters their 

office. Face masks may also be removed when eating in a socially distant setting. 

Cloth                face masks should be washed/sanitized each night. 

 
Classroom Set-Up: 

The organization of a classroom is critical to support the academic progress of students and to 

provide an environment that allows teachers and students to interact comfortably and safely. 

With that in mind, careful consideration has been given to the strategic placement of furniture, 

learning centers, and material to optimize student learning, reduce distractions, and keep 

children safe. The following changes will be made to in-class management and set-up: 

• Desks will be placed 3 feet apart, as measured from the center of one desk to the center of 

the next, in each classroom. 

• Desks will be organized in rows and will face the same direction within each classroom. 

• For Pre-K and Kindergarten classes, tables will be used only if the class is small 

enough to ensure social distancing; otherwise, desks will be used. 
 

Movement Around the Building: 

In order to maintain social distancing and keep students separated, Gesu will implement 

the following protocols to limit movement in the hallways throughout the day: 

• Special classes (physical education, art, music) will take place in the special classrooms 

as long as social distancing can be maintained. When the weather permits, physical 

education classes may take place outside on the rooftop. 

• Masks will be required as students move throughout the building. 
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Faculty and Staff Breaks: 

• Faculty and staff will be required to maintain social distance (3 feet apart) from their 

colleagues. 

• Employees may utilize the faculty lounge for breaks while maintaining social distance. 

• Masks may be removed only while eating. 

 
Food and Drink: 

To limit interaction between individuals and maintain proper social distancing, the 

following protocols around eating and drinking in school will be implemented: 
Water Fountains – 

• Drinking from water fountains will be prohibited. 

• Students will be allowed to use the bottle-fillers on each water fountain. Students 

and staff should bring their own re-fillable water bottle to school each day. 
Breakfast & Lunch – 

• Breakfast service for grades 1-8 every day in the cafeteria. Students will sit 

in the cafeteria 3-feet apart. 
• Pre-K and Kindergarten children will be served breakfast in the 

classrooms each morning. 

• Grades K–8 will eat lunch in the cafeteria while maintaining social 

distance. Pre-K will eat lunch in the classroom. 
 

All students will sanitize their hands before and after eating breakfast, lunch, and snacks. 

 
 

Field Trips and Other Gatherings: 

• There will be no field trips until it is deemed safe. 

• School assemblies and Masses will be scheduled so that proper social distancing can be 

maintained. 
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Maintaining a Safe Environment 

Introduction: 

Outside of the daily protocols around academics and student activities, Gesu will continue safety 

procedures to ensure a safe, clean, and healthy environment. This section will detail school 

policies around visitors entering the building and daily/weekly cleaning/disinfecting protocols. 

 
 

Visitor Policy: 

For the foreseeable future, Gesu will restrict most visitors from entering the school building. This 

is meant to protect our students, faculty/staff, and those visitors. Maintaining a controlled 

environment where we can best monitor and prevent transmission of the virus informs our new 

visitor policy. This policy will be reviewed and revised on an ongoing basis and follow all 

government guidelines. 

 

Parents/Guardians – Parents and guardians who need to pick a student up during the school 

day or drop something off in the main office will be allowed to enter the front vestibule of 

the school building only. A face mask must be worn while in the vestibule. They will then 

communicate with the office personnel through the sliding window connecting the main 

office with the vestibule. Any parent or guardian entering the school building must wear a 

face covering. 

 

Volunteers – In-class volunteers play a critical role in helping to educate the children at 

Gesu. For the 2021-2022 we will welcome back volunteers to the Gesu building. All 

volunteers will be required to show proof of vaccination prior to arriving at Gesu. Volunteers 

must also adhere to all health & safety protocols while at Gesu, including pre-arrival health 

screening and use of masks. 

 

Other visitors – All other visitors will be prohibited from entering the building unless 

they present proof of vaccination and comply with all health and safety protocols. 

 
 

Cleaning/Disinfecting: 

Maintaining a clean and properly sanitized facility will be a critical component to preventing 

COVID-19 cases at Gesu School. Gesu has developed the following new procedures and 

protocols for cleaning and disinfecting the building throughout the school day, after school, and 

during the weekends: 

 
Student Bathrooms – 

• The bathrooms will be cleaned and disinfected and locked at the end of each day. 

• The basement bathrooms, utilized by individual students in between full class 

bathroom   breaks, will be cleaned, and disinfected every hour. 

• Each night, all bathrooms will be cleaned and electrostatically disinfected. 
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Faculty/Staff Bathrooms - 

• Bathrooms will be cleaned and disinfected each night 

• Hand sanitizer and alcohol wipes will be placed in each bathroom 

• Faculty/staff will be asked to wipe down any touched surfaces with the alcohol wipes. 

Classrooms - 

• Nightly, each classroom will be cleaned and electrostatically sprayed with disinfectant. 

• All classrooms will be provided alcohol wipes and hand sanitizer for use upon entry of 

classroom. 

• All desks will be cleared at the end of each day to be cleaned properly. 

 

Common areas - 

• All common areas will be cleaned and electrostatically disinfected each night. 

• There will be hand sanitizer dispensers mounted to the walls in the hallway and at each 

entry point of the building for use. 

• Any faculty or staff using the lounge will be asked to clean up their area with alcohol 

wipes. The faculty lounge will be cleaned and disinfected each night. 

• Door handles and high-touch surfaces in common areas will generally be disinfected 

throughout the day. 
 

Basement - 

• The cafeteria will be cleaned and electrostatically disinfected at the end of each day. 

• Kitchen area and equipment will be kept clean by kitchen staff. All surfaces will be 

cleared of any items to allow nightly disinfecting with the electrostatic sprayer on 

all      surfaces. 

• Chapel will be cleaned and disinfected after each use. 
 

Roof Top - 

• All playground equipment will be disinfected after each group’s use. 

 

**NOTE: All products used to disinfect the building are approved by the CDC to kill the COVID-19 virus. 

 

Building Ventilation: 

Current guidelines from the CDC and American Society of Heating, Refrigeration, and Air- 

conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) recommend building HVAC systems be configured to better 

mitigate the potential of disease transmission from airborne particles by increasing the 

percentage of fresh air brought inside the building and reducing the rate of recirculated air. To 

address these recommendations, Gesu School has made the following adjustments to the HVAC 

systems allowing: 

• The outside air dampers to be set to the maximum capacity in keeping with system 

stability and ideal air quality. 

• Reduction in the amount of mixed recirculated air by exhaust out of the building. 

• Air handler filters to be replaced on a bi-monthly schedule rather than quarterly. 
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• Classroom door will be left open during the day to allow air flow. 

• System Occupied run times will be increased to allow air handlers to flush building air 

and maintain an optimal humidity level. 

• HVAC systems will be checked daily along with temperature and humidity levels. 

• In addition to adjustments to the HVAC system, portable HEPA filtration machines have been 

placed in each office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For any questions or concerns, please contact: 

Bryan Carter, President & CEO or Sr. Ellen Convey, Principal 

(215) 763-3660 


