
“ ”
[Mark] has been with me every step of  
the way. He has shown me that it only 

takes one person to make a difference in 
someone’s life. —Daryl Shore ’94

Gesu School is pleased to 
honor Mark Solomon as 
the first recipient of  the 
Gesu Spirit Medal. Since 
the announcement of  
the award, warm wishes 
and admiring comments 
about Mark have been 
pouring in from – literally 
– around the world. 

Mark Solomon is known 
as a loving husband and 
father, a mentor, a suc-
cessful businessman, a 
devoted friend, a reluctant 
hero. For the children at Gesu School, Mark has been a loyal advocate, gen-
erous with his time, his support, and his heart. Perhaps Mark is best known 
for his influence in the life of  his adopted son and Gesu graduate, Daryl 
Shore. Mark is the founder of  CMS Companies and focuses his philan-
thropic activities on children at risk.

Mark has been a driving force in the success of  Gesu School, but he will 
be the first to tell you that his relationship with Gesu works both ways – in 
return for his tireless efforts, his involvement with Gesu has added so much 
to his life.

Mark Solomon 
2006 Recipient of  the Gesu Spirit Medal

Mark joins the Gesu Gospel Choir at the  Ribbon Cutting 
& Dedication of  Gesu School’s Renovation Project. 

Gesu School is an independent Catholic school in the Jesuit and IHM 
traditions for 445 children in pre-K through 8th grade. Gesu is committed 
to providing an excellent education, character formation, and leadership 
motivation to at-risk, mostly non-Catholic children from the surrounding 
North Philadelphia neighborhood, one that is characterized by poverty and 
violence. Tremendous friends and leaders such as Mark Solomon make 
Gesu School possible.

Gesu serves students in need.
   •  Admissions are non-selective.
   •  Most students enter Gesu at least two years below grade level.
   •  Over 70% qualify for free/reduced breakfast and lunch. 
   •  Over 80% live in single-adult households.
   •  100% are African-American.
   •  Only 10% are Catholic.

Gesu provides a solid education, including:
   •  The proven Archdiocesan curriculum.
   •  Full-time teachers in art, music, computers, remedial language    
      arts, advanced writing, advanced math and physical education.
   •  6:1 faculty/student ratio, plus 3 part-time teachers, 6 full-time aides, 
      and 26 regular volunteers.
   •  Capacity to serve a wide range of  abilities and learning styles.
   •  After-school and summer academic, enrichment and remedial programs.

Scholarships and donations make the Gesu   
“miracle” a reality.
   Actual cost per student     $5,400 
   Stated tuition      $2,010
   Average tuition payment    $1,100 
   Average gap between cost & average tuition payment $4,300

  Gesu’s actual cost per student is roughly 1/2 of  a public school’s cost and only  
  1/3 of  the tuition charged by area private schools. 

Gesu’s students succeed— 95% go on to  
graduate from high school (compared to well  
below 50% from the surrounding neighborhood).

Gesu School


